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ancestry are celebrating their centen-
nial of that great immigration wave
this year. As someone who was part of
the immigration experience, Judge
Choy always paid particular attention,
he said, to immigration cases to make
sure they were decided fairly, and on
the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals, im-
migration cases are a significant por-
tion of the total caseload.

When he graduated from the Univer-
sity of Hawaii, Judge Choy blazed an-
other trail. He went back East to Bos-
ton to attend Harvard Law School
where he distinguished himself as a
scholar. When he graduated in 1941, as
a Hawaiian on the East Coast of the
United States of America, he was hor-
rified, as were all Americans, when 6
months later, an anniversary that we
recognized last week, on December 7,
1941 saw the attack on Pearl Harbor.
Judge Choy, who had just graduated
from law school, joined the United
States Army, and served this country
with distinction. He joined the Judge
Advocate General Corps, prefiguring
his work in private practice, beginning
in 1946 at the end of World War 11, as a
lawyer. He became the Nation’s first
Korean American attorney, and prac-
ticed with the firm of Fong & Miho,
later known as Fong, Miho, Choy &
Robertson. Hiriam Robertson, a distin-
guished Member of this Congress, was
his law partner.

He went on to serve Hawaii as attor-
ney general, beginning in 1957, and he
was nominated by the President of the
United States in 1971, elevated to the
Federal bench, to the United States
Court of Appeals, the largest and busi-
est of the Nation’s appellate courts.

When he became the first Asian
American on the Federal bench, it was
not remarked upon in that way. Rath-
er, people recognized that this was a
first of another sort, this was one of
the most remarkable people from any
background nominated to the Federal
bench, and as his law clerk and as so
many of his law clerks gathering to
honor him can attest, he was unique,
and remains unique, in his capacity to
inspire others through a quiet dignity,
through leadership, scholarship that is
not intimidating, but compassionate.
He is scrupulously honest. | have
known honest people in my life who
have been examples for me, certainly
my own parents, but never have | seen
someone who is so scrupulously honest
as Judge Choy.

Mr. Speaker, we honor today a man
whose life in the United States of
America symbolizes the importance of
the rule of law and that vital pillar of
our American republic depends upon
people of character. There is no finer
example of honesty, integrity, impar-
tiality, and equality before the law
than this man, Judge Choy, whom we
honor today here in this Congress and
in the courthouse in San Francisco. To
Judge Choy, to his wife, Helen, and all
of the Federal family, as he is want to
call them, congratulations. This is a
wonderful occasion to honor a wonder-
ful man.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

CONGRESS BORROWS TO FUND
PROJECTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 7, 2003, the gentleman from Oregon
(Mr. DEFAZzIO) is recognized during
morning hour debates for 5 minutes.

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, today
Congress will take up one of the largest
single aggregate spending bills in the
history of our Nation. There are bil-
lions more for foreign aide, there are
many questionable projects and prior-
ities; but what is most glaring about
this legislation is what is not in it.

The interesting thing is that much of
the money that funds the agencies and
the projects under this bill will be bor-
rowed. And Americans, working Ameri-
cans, for the next 30 years, will be pay-
ing that bill. But there is one glaring
oversight, one thing that is left out
where we would not have had to borrow
money, and that is to take care of the
long-term unemployed here in the
United States of America.
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Why would we not have to borrow
money to take care of them? Because
there is $20 billion in the unemploy-
ment trust fund, taxes that were paid
in by employers and employees, that
were set aside to take care of Ameri-
cans in a time of need when they have
lost their job and they cannot find an-
other job through no fault of their own.
$20 billion is there. So out of the hun-
dreds of billions of dollars in this bill
that will be borrowed and spent else-
where, including foreign aid, we could
have taken care of the unemployed in
the United States at no additional
cost.

So why is it that they have been
omitted for the second year in a row?
Last year we notified the Republican
leadership and the President that un-
employment is a problem outside the
Beltway of Washington, D.C. People
are exhausting their benefits and they
need help. That fell on deaf ears here in
the House. The Republican leaders re-
fused to bring forward legislation to
help the long-term unemployed. Fi-
nally, sometime between Christmas
and New Year’s, when these people
were receiving notices that their bene-
fits would no longer be coming, Merry
Christmas, the President woke up and
asked the Congress when it reconvened
in January to extend benefits further.

Unfortunately, the leaders, again,
here in the Congress, the Republican
leaders, chose to bury deep in that re-
authorization of extended unemploy-
ment benefits something called a look-
back provision. What it says is if half
the people in your State are unem-
ployed today, you can get extended
benefits. But if a year from today, you
still only have half the people in your
State unemployed, those benefits will
expire. The look-back provision says
your unemployment has to get worse
before we will extend benefits again.
Oregon and many other States are fall-
ing into this trap now. Our economy
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has not gotten significantly better.
There are still many thousands of Or-
egonians unemployed who cannot find
work. Many of them fall into this cat-
egory of long-term unemployed. Thou-
sands of them are going to see their
benefits expire this month and tens of
thousands more over the next couple of
months. But because of this so-called
look-back provision, they are no longer
eligible to get unemployment benefits.

This is just extraordinary that this
Congress would again think about leav-
ing town for the Christmas and New
Year’s holidays and into the next year
without authorizing extended unem-
ployment benefits for tens of thousands
of Oregonians and other Americans at
no additional cost to taxpayers, just
spending down those reserves in the
unemployment trust fund.

But Congress, the Republican lead-
ers, do not want to do that because
that would make the obscene deficit
look just a tiny bit bigger. We would
not have to borrow that money to pay
those benefits; but it would make their
$300 billion or $500 billion, however you
want to calculate it, if you calculate
the fact that they are borrowing and
spending every penny that is flowing
into Social Security this year, no more
lockbox around here, that money will
be spent and borrowed and spent and
borrowed and spent. But if you exclude
that, we are in the $300 billion range,
the largest deficit in the history of the
United States and spending down the
unemployment trust fund would, on
paper, make it look bigger; but it
would not be anything that would be
borrowing to obligate future genera-
tions of Americans, unlike the hun-
dreds of billions of other spending in
this bill.

So Congress wants to do one thing for
this country and one thing for some of
the people who have the most merit
and are hurting through no fault of
their own in this so-called jobless re-
covery, people whose jobs have been ex-
ported, in the case of my district to
Canada, Mexico and China, under the
trade policies of this administration
and, yes, the past administration,
which | opposed. These people want to
work. They are productive people.
They are hardworking people. They are
willing to work. They just cannot find
a job in the jobless recovery. So let us
just give them a little bit of help in the
interim so they do not lose their home,
so they can feed their kids, so they can
keep the lights on.

Do not go home, Congress, until you
extend unemployment benefits for all
Americans.

————
HOUSE CONTINUES LATE-NIGHT
VOTING TRADITION IN PASSING

MEDICARE BILL

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BoozMAN). Pursuant to the order of the
House of January 7, 2003, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) is rec-
ognized during morning hour debates
for 5 minutes.
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